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Instrumentation 
 

Mezzo Soprano 

Flute 

Oboe 

Bassoon 

Percussion (1 player) 

Large tam-tam (around 100cm in diameter), 2 sheets of paper on smooth table, 

Whip, Glockenspiel, 5 Temple/wood blocks, rising in pitch, Crash/ride cymbal 

(around 45cm in diameter), Triangle, Key Chimes, Ratchet, Vibraslap, Gran Cassa, 

Crotales 

Piano 

Classical Guitar 

Viola 

Contrabass 

 
All instruments sound as written apart from the usual octave transpositions.  

 

Percussion 
Percussion instruments 

 

Some instruments have their own staff (tam-tam, whip, paper, temple blocks, 

glockenspiel and crotales), however there are 6 that are frequently used together and 

they have been reduced into one 5-line staff.  

 

Percussion instruments on 5-line staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crotales Range  

 

Paper: On table, the player moves two pieces (on in each hand) of ordinary A4 paper on 

a surface as smooth as possible, producing a very subtle but audible whisper-like sound.  
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Contrabass range 
 

The contrabass makes use of a low C. Therefore, the instrument can either be 5-string, 

or 4-string with a low c extension/scordatura.  

 

Tuned: 

 

5-string bass 

 

Or  

 

4-string bass 

 

Symbols 
General woodwind symbols: 

 

 

o Breath noise 

 

 

 

Voice 

o Breathy whistle, performed like a quiet voice on the wind 

 

 

Flute 

 

o Breathy tone, performed like a quiet voice on the wind 

 

 

Oboe 

 

o Double harmonic 

  

 

o Double trill 

 

 

 

Bassoon 

 

o Billone effect 

 

 

 

Piano 
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o Guiro gliss. – perform a glissando using 

indicated ranges. Do not depress the keys of 

the piano.  

 

 

Strings  

 

o Bow on bridge, to create a gentle white noise sound 

 

 

o  Poco sul tasto 

Microtones 
From rehearsal marks 1 – 4, the microtones are all approximate. They are used to 

generate beating patterns and should be generally no larger than a ¼ tone.  

 

From rehearsal marks 21-23, the microtones are notated according to the natural series 

of harmonics. 

These microtones are only written before the natural 7th, 11th and 13th harmonics.   
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From rehearsal marks 21-23, the microtones are notated according to the natural series 

of harmonics. 

These microtones are only written before the natural 7th, 11th and 13th harmonics.   

 

Text 
The text was taken from the first short story called Woman on the Edge of Time, from the 

book Our Fatal Magic, by Tai Shani.  

 

Sections of the text from the story were taken and edited by Jan Foote, resulting in the 

following: 

 

In this forever dusk,  

I am the eye, I am the vision. 

In this city on the edge of time,  

I am the flesh and I am the touch.  

 

In this forever dusk,  

This city of more on these flexing 

streets, 

Ways and alleys  

With pagodas, high rises 

Bungalows, follies, gardens and 

memorials  

 

All of which  

Tilt to the light  

Then disappear 

In to forgetfulness 

 

They are everywhere, all at once 

They are the seen and unseen 

Once they have materialised around 

the monuments 

The overflow of their uncontainable 

excess 

Gathers in to malleable, bubbling 

forms, that shift and defy description 

 

I don't know what I want to be  

I don't know where I want to go 

I don't know where I want to go 

Words fail me. 

 

And yet,  

From this city on the edge of 

time, there is an empire.  

Twilight of the gods 

Twilight of the gods 

Of the gods 

 

 

In this empire: 

I am the flesh and I am the 

touch. 

I am the technology and I am 

the medium,  

 

The spinning eternal 

panopticon. 

I am the eye and I am the 

vision 

The spinning eternal 

panopticon 

I am the eye and I am the 

vision 

 

In this empire 

I am the eye, I am the vision 

I am the flesh and I am the 

touch 

I am the I and I am the vision 

 

 

Just like you, I once was epic. 
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