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Instrumentation 
 
Vibraphone 
Keyboard 

- The keyboard is attached to a laptop or computer running Mainstage, and using 
an electric piano synth, the ‘Artificial harp’ synth and the ‘Mercer Memories’ Synth 
(provided by composer) 

Electric Guitar 
 
Fixed Media 
 
All instruments sound as written apart from the usual octave transpositions 
 

 
About the piece 

Repetition, Replication, Ruins takes Louis Andriessen's M is for Man, Music, Mozart as a 
structural framework. Much of the formal design is borrowed directly, and fragments of 
the original vocal material remain, but the musical world surrounding them has been 
replaced. 

In this piece, I explore how contemporary culture relates to the past. We increasingly 
encounter history through recordings, archives, algorithms and endless acts of 
reproduction. Rather than preserving things, these systems continually rebuild them, 
producing new versions that drift away from their original meanings. The work asks what 
happens when repetition ceases to preserve culture and instead begins to replace it. 

New and existing musical material sits side by side and is stretched, fragmented, 
repeated and rebuilt. I wanted to make a piece that reflects the strange emotional 
landscape of contemporary life: drawing on the sounds, aesthetics that surround us, 
endlessly repeated, and full of contradictory desires for comfort, transcendence and 
escape. Fragments of new-age music, digital nostalgia, synthetic voices and algorithmic 
pastiche are folded together into a sound world that is at once beautiful, seductive and 
deeply unsettling. 
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